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                                Masoyi Home Based Care               
                  Children’s Ministry Guidelines          January 2005
Thank you for your interest, care and input for our orphaned, vulnerable children and teens. 

We offer you here some guidelines. We trust these will be helpful so as to avoid disappointment and wasted time.
Your gifts of time, love and care are important to them and us. So as to make this relevant we ask that you consider the primary need of hunger first. Please prepare both time and finances to provide for this need. We suggest at least one whol[image: image1.wmf] 

emeal sandwich, juice, a piece of fruit and a biscuit per child. We openly discourage sweets. Prepare for 150 children per session.

Afternoon children’s ministry usually means the young ones have come straight from school and they have not had time to eat: maybe since last night, as many do not have breakfast before starting school at 7:30am.

· Prior notice of intention is necessary to allow time for mobilization

· Skeleton of program to be submitted before arrival, for perusal

· Afternoons only are available for school age children / teens

· MHBC does has very limited funding for materials & resources for this ministry – please negotiate with George or Robyn by email prior to visit
We will provide for you at least one Child Care Worker who will translate plus volunteers from the local team, Monday to Friday.
Your team will need to consult with these Care Workers before each session and during the session to ensure cultural relevance and appropriate actions. This is very important if it is your first visit.
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Visuals must be simple, colourful and appropriate. Small gifts & prizes are very welcome. Craft activities are highly recommended. Action songs which are simple and repetitive are fun and instructive. Musical backing, simple dances and movement are highly appreciated.

[image: image3.wmf]One and half to two hours maximum is enjoyable usually beginning around 2:30pm (14:30hrs).

Our teenagers / adolescents are often overlooked. Do you have something to offer that is interactive, morally encouraging and biblically sound? This should operate separately from the children’s program. Do you have something gender specific for a small group? … for more than one session.
Please remember you are coming to serve … 

to learn … 

to see God do wonderful things in you.

[image: image4.wmf]
_1159255974.doc



