The deceased

Florence, HIV positive mother of four children, abandoned by her husband and ostracised from her family, died from Aids related illnesses in a barren and squalid shack she had borrowed from a friend. 
The story of Florence's last few months of life is that of a sick woman desperate for help, for herself and her children as they moved on from one inadequate house to another.  With no money she was unable to pay rent and the houses in question were barely worth any rent. On one occasion she was moved on because her eldest child was caught stealing a small amount of spinach from a neighbours garden. He admitted he stole the spinach,  he said it was to feed his brothers and sisters because there was no food and they were incredibly hungry.  Florence's final journey to the borrowed shack, proved just too much for her weakened emaciated body she was eventually carried there on the back of her twelve year old daughter.  

When Florence died she was being cared for by Donnalee, a young Afrikaans volunteer from the  Masoyi  project.  In the last moments of life, Florence begged Donnalee to take care of her children after she had died. Thanks to money sent from a British church, Donnalee was able to reassure her of that care - in a soon to be built orphan home in the Masoyi community, their own community.  Florence died a little more peacefully knowing this.  But until the new home is completed the children will live alone in the borrowed shack carefully watched over by the Masoyi team volunteers and medical staff. 

Florence died penniless, and with no family willing to claim the body and organise a funeral, it was left to the George Snyman and his team to 'buy back' the body from the mortuary and to organise the funeral. Buying a coffin proved too expensive, the price having soared from 500 to 4000 rand in the last year.  Sal, an Australian volunteer at Masoyi, cut up the office cupboard to make a coffin for Florence. 

George told me, "Its the children I worry most about, not just Florence's children, all the children, all this emotion, all this trauma, they go through so much and they have no way of dealing with it, it’s a time-bomb waiting to go off.”

