 Numbers or Neighbours

40million people world-wide are HIV positive , with 14,000 new infections every day, 2000 of these will be children under 15, 50% will be women, 95% live in poor countries, 33% of some African populations are HIV positive, 30% of businessmen travelling from the UK to developing countries have sex with a stranger, 95% of pregnant women testing HIV positive in London are from Africa,  £5 -7billion annually is needed to fight the disease, £150million was the UK contribution for 2000/2001, 150 times less than the UK spent on defence,  £149 million was spent on peanuts in the UK in that same time. 

Governments including the UK are fighting  a war with peanuts. War against an enemy that continues to rampage across sub-Saharan Africa, has invaded China, developed strongholds across Asia,  Latin America and the Caribbean and is found with increasing frequency in the so called developed world including the UK.   

Are we, Gods church, bothered? Yes, I think we are.

Are we, Gods church, doing anything about it?  Not nearly enough. 

Why not? Myths, stigma, reluctance to discuss sex, condoms, drug abuse, homosexuality and a myriad of other related subjects, and because the numbers are too enormous to contemplate. 

The time is long overdue for us to put all this aside, ignore our own prejudice and most importantly look past the endless stream of numbers. Yes they clearly demonstrate the enormity of the problem with which we are faced, and we do need to know the size of the enemy, but they also shield from us stories of the individuals whose lives and families are brutally ripped apart on a daily basis. 

We must move past the numbers, the percentages and the pound signs and come close enough to take a proper look, close enough to make a difference to the lives of those who so desperately need our help,  close enough to make a difference in our lives too.    

