The orphan

George and Carolyn Snyman, leaders of the Masoyi Home Based Care project in Mupumalunga South Africa are totally dedicated to the care of people living with HIV in the Masoyi community and the children who are orphaned because of it.   

Earlier this year, George came across an old lady caring for her 8 orphaned grandchildren in the Masoyi community, all of whom seemed to be doing okay except a tiny baby called Nini estimated to be about 4 months old. She simply screamed and screamed all day and with Granny close to breaking point and threatening to kill herself George decided to bring the baby home for a few days, get her checked over by the project doctor and give Granny a much needed break.  Nini arrived to stay with George, Carolyn and their three teenage children later that week.   

It was found that Nini's mother had died of Aids related illnesses soon after her birth and she had received little by way of care or food since. Nini was found to have scabies, an ear infection so bad that her ear had begun to rot away, oral thrush, a bladder infection and severe malnutrition, and to their great surprise this tiny emaciated underdeveloped baby was found to be a full one year old. 

Nini screamed solidly for her first two days at the Snyman house. She was sick, scared and hungry. Her inability to suck made feeding difficult and was eventually achieved by patiently and tenderly dripping warm milk off a spoon into her mouth every hour or so. As she eventually began to settle down it became clear that a weekend stay was insufficient.  Official arrangements were made for Nini to stay long enough to treat the worst of the illnesses. The Snymans took her back to visit  her family in preparation for a  reintroduction into her own environment.  But as soon as they arrived at her family home Nini became inconsolably hysterical, the Snymans could only speculate at what horror this tiny child had endured to promote the fear she so clearly displayed.  The dilemma of what to do was solved by Granny refusing to take the screaming baby back.   

Twelve months on, Nini is clearly a happy and fully integrated member of the Snyman family. Her first test for the HIV virus has proved negative, a second test must be done before she is declared completely clear.  Her weight has doubled from 5 kilos on arrival to 10 kilos at 17months old.  She is a happy child, who due to the incredible ministrations of the whole Snyman family shows little sign of the terrible problems with which she arrived or whatever traumas she had experienced before her arrival. She eats well, sings a lot and demonstrates a liveliness not usually observed in small children of the Masoyi community. The Snymans are now officially Nini's foster parents. That Nini is loved dearly by the Snymans, indeed by all the Masoyi team (who could fail to love this exquisite child) is clear. She will no doubt remain a vital part of their lives and they hers.  Without the Snymans, Nini would not be alive today.

