





















The Masoyi Youth Choir is based in the Masoyi districts of Mpumalanga  in South Africa. Its members are all children from that community, either orphans or very vulnerable children living with sick mothers or grandmothers.





The choir has developed from volunteers working with the Masoyi Home Based Care project encouraging the children and young people to sing together, as a means of helping them to overcome the extremely difficult circumstances of their lives.





The choir is led by Jabulali, the project's Orphan Co-ordinator who teaches and leads the children in traditional African songs and simple dance that would normally have been passed on to them by their parents.





Whilst the singing of the choir can be described as nothing short of excellent, we do not promote the choir as 'polished, glossy or truly professional'. It is vitally important that the children of Masoyi remain close to their family roots and heritage, to this end simplicity has been our goal. As a result the youngsters have   developed a truly authentic traditional African performance. The fun that they have singing and dancing for their audiences is evident. Their performance has become an expression of who they are and where they belong. Their talent and their brilliance in the face of such adversity is hugely poignant, it has stunned their audiences, including Sir Richard Branson on his recent visit to South Africa. 





Twelve of the Masoyi Children's Choir, together with Jabulali will be visiting England for the first time in June/July 2006.  They will be here to raise awareness of their situation and to further the work of other children's projects in their own community. They will sing, dance and tell their own stories in a 90 minute performance. This can be shortened for schools work and other similar opportunities. 





UK Contact:


Penny Thompson. 0121 585 6827


� HYPERLINK mailto:Handsatworkuk@yahoo.co.uk ��Handsatworkuk@yahoo.co.uk�





Poverty, unemployment and HIV/AIDS infection run at extremely high levels in the Masoyi community, and support systems are few and far between. The Masoyi Home Based care team offer care and support to those who are sick and support orphans and vulnerable children in their community. An important aspect of their work is to introduce the children and young people of the community  to new opportunities that will offer them choice in their lives, as well as a means to support themselves in the future. More information about their work can be found at www.masoyi.org
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